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On February 9th our new 
2020 Ossage F450 4x4 
ambulance was put in 
service as Medic 92.  This 
ambulance was purchased 
from Myers Equipment in 
Canfield.  The ambulance 
will respond out of Station 
92. Medic 92 is fully 
equipped with advance life 
support gear, brand new 
stryker cot, power load 
system, and cardiac 
monitor. 

A Monthly Insight into the Poland Fire Department 

Recent certications by members 
Sean Guy passed Paramedic 
 
Zach Whinery passed EMTB 
 

Congratulations to these members for 
all their hardwork and determination! 
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Welcome Connor 

Meet the new members 

Connor O’Hara is the newest Cadet at 
Station 91. Connor’s family has a history of 
fire service so they are all behind him as he 
follows in their footsteps. 

Department Personnel Spotlight 
This months spotlight article is about Philip 
Hockensmith from station 92.  Philip has been with the 
Poland Fire Department for just over 2 years starting as 
a cadet. Since he is a Deemer he said that the fire 
department is in his genes. He grew up with his 
grandfather and uncle being members and always 
looked up to them and their service to the community. 
After graduating from Poland in 2020 he decided to 
follow in their footsteps and volunteer for his 
community.  Philip achieved his EMT certification and 
within hours ran his first medical call as an official 
EMT. He is also working on his Firefighter I  at 
MCCTC while attending Slippery Rock University 
studying Biology. When Philip is not responding to 
calls, work details, or drills he also volunteers for Scout 
Troop 44 where he previously earned his eagle scout. 
He also enjoys volunteering at the Poland Township 
Park. Being outside in nature or mountain biking is also 
how he spends any extra free time. When asked about 
his personal life the question came up if he had a 
significant other and his response was “no, but I’m 
looking!”, I guess for now his dog Rocky is the only 
one in the picture. 

One of Philip’s favorite memories so far while 
being part of the fire department was when he 
got to dress up as Santas helper for the pancake 
breakfast, he called it  “Elf Security”. Something 
that he would like everyone to know is that his 
last name is Hockensmith but he responds as a 
Deemer! Philip has been a great asset to the 
department so far and we all cant wait to see 
what the future holds for him 

 

Welcome Molly 

Molly Zimmerman is the newest addition to 
Station 93.  Molly and her family also have a 
history with the department at Station 93. 



 

Station 93 Addition Update 

The construction for the addition at Station 93 is underway and moving 
along smoothly. Members of Station 93 are currently going over the interior 
layout starting to pick out work benches, shelving and gear racks. 

FREE WATER  

Thanks to Bob Dutton for 
helping to secure a grant to 
get Coitsville, Lowellville, 
and Poland fire departments 
a total of 98 cases of water 
courtesy of  the Anheuser-
Busch emergency drinking 
water for wildland 
firefighters grant provided 
by the National Volunteer 
Fire Council 
 

GUN RAFFLE UPDATE  

Ticket sales are going well. Please sell all 
your gun raffle tickets and return money and 
tickets to the appropriate people. 
 
Abbie Buday-Station 91 
Chelsea Wolfe- Station 92 
Nick Shuluga- Station 93 



 

A Look into Retirement 
Due to this being the first newsletter since Tony Tucci has 
retired from the department and the Recruitment and 
Retention committee, we felt it was right to do an article 
about him. 
 
Tony retired for Poland this past year as the senior 
Lieutenant at Station 93. He started his fire career in the 
department back in 1991 when his brother-in law David 
Thornton convinced him to join. Back when he joined there 
were only a few guys at Station 93, so Tony has been there 
since close to the beginning. Tony received his 36 Hr Fire 
card which was all that was required back when he joined 
but decided he wanted to help the community out even 
more. He got his EMT and AEMT card and was one of the 
first medical personnel at Station 93. He also was one of the 
first Firefighters in the district to get his 120 and 240 fire 
cards along with being on the arson squad for 5 years. Tony 
 
 
attributes some of his drive back to his days in the Marine Corp where he served our country in Okinawa, 
Vietnam, and Italy. In his civilian life Tony graduated college with his criminal justice degree which he 
used as a fraud investigator for the state and his days as a special DEA agent back in San Diego or 
Cleveland. He retired at the rank of the head fraud investigator in charge.  He has been married for 40 
wonderful years with his wife Suzanne who also retired this year from the department.  Tony is looking 
forward to his retirement to continue with his hobbies that keep him out of trouble. He joined the Steel 
Valley Pipe and Drum band a few years ago and cannot wait to keep on performing with them. Speaking of 
performing Tony has never been one to shy away from the spotlight, for many years he was “DJ Tony 
Tonight” where he would DJ events around the Valley along with the department’s own parties.  He 
currently is getting into woodworking where he admitted to me that he now has a Pinterest that he gets a lot 
of his ideas from. Walking through his and Suzanne’s house you can see a lot of the décor he has made and 
decided to remake with his own touch. The Tucci’s will always be known for opening their home to anyone 
who needed to talk or just wanted to stop by and say hello. Tony loves to entertain at his basement bar 
where you can sit there for hours hearing the stories from his past. As you sit on your bar stool Suzanne 
will offer you something to eat even if you just said you ate dinner. I asked Tony what were some calls that 
really stood out to him throughout his career with the department. The first one he thought of was an 
accident that we had 6 patients trapped in vehicles on 224 when we were dispatched for a brush fire. Tony 
explained how that was one of the situations they do not teach you about in any fire academy and it is 
something you learn on the job responding to calls and stepping into situations you have never been in 
before. The next call that came to his mind is a call where a guy had a rototiller tear up his leg and he and 
the crew had to dismantle the tiller around the guys leg. Tony received a star of life for that life save and 
the guy he helped save lives a normal life. His advice to the future firefighter/EMS providers is to learn all 
you can, confidence comes from experience, and look to the more experienced members in tough 
situations. Tony stands by the thought that everyone has something to offer and that sometimes it is okay to 
use humor to survive through difficult situations. Tony will be missed by all his guys at station 93 and the 
whole department. 

“Lets break contact and continue the mission”- Tony Tucci 913 
 
 


